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The year 2022 will be marked 
for many of us by the end of 
the global pandemic and the 
beginning of the war in Ukraine 
that is affecting the whole world. 

Costs of living have gone up nearly 
everywhere and are – again – hurting 
vulnerable people the most. The 
peace everyone in Europe had taken 
for granted has been broken, which 
brings great confusion, pain, and 
insecurity, especially to children and 
young people. 

While I was thinking about the 
bleak status of the world (including 
the many sad events only briefly 
mentioned by the news media), I was 
reminded of a word Jesus gave us for 
comfort and encouragement: “I have 
told you these things, so that you 
may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

This is an important and relevant shift 
of focus when we are feeling the pain 
of our broken world. But at the same 
time, it reminds us to open the Bible 
with children and young people as 

they also need to know that there is 
hope and peace. That we can take 
heart because Jesus has overcome 
the world. 

Our teams all around the world have 
worked very hard to share this good 
news with children and young people, 
and the global team of Scripture 
Union International has worked hard 
to support them in this. We have 
been able to bring God´s peace and 
hope to millions of children – in 
schools, at holiday events, in war 
zones, in refugee camps, through 
online programs or our printed Bible 
engagement resources, helping them 
to connect with God through his 
word and through prayer. 

The annual report shares a bit of 
what we have been able to do thanks 
to the love, prayers, and financial 
support of our ministry partners. We 
are ever grateful for your contribution 
which is also a huge encouragement 
to us! It gives us the energy to keep 
on doing what God has called us to 
do: sharing God´s Big Story with the 
next generation. 

Working with the churches, Scripture Union aims to:

• make God’s Good News known to children, young people and families, and

• encourage people of all ages to meet God daily through the Bible and prayer,

so that they may come to find personal faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, grow in Christian 
maturity and become both committed church members and servants to a world in need.

Monika Kuschmierz 
International Director

Christian Hellwig 
International Chair

DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF SCRIPTURE UNION...

AIMS
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SHARING GOD’S BIG STORY
Scripture Union International has been 
supporting and encouraging ministry with 
Scripture Union national movements as they 
reach out to children, young people, and 
families in new and creative ways… 

We are actively:

SUPPORTING 
MINISTRY
Helping national 
Scripture Union 
movements to 
develop and make 
their ministries more 
effective. 

“The challenge for 
Scripture Union is to 
never lose its focus on 
the Bible as the primary 
way of encountering 
God. And the challenge 
for the church is to 
define itself as a 
community and not  
as an event.”

NURTURING 
PARTNERSHIPS
Fostering partnerships 
and connections 
and acting as a 
trusted partner with 
international Christian 
agencies and churches.

“…we were pushed 
to think about family 
ministry in a different 
way. The need is urgent 
as we see families 
today, the foundational 
building block of our 
society, crumbling.”

CONNECTING 
COMMUNITIES
Connecting 
national Scripture 
Union movements 
as members of 
a supportive, 
interdependent  
global community. 

“We are grateful to God 
who put the passion in 
the National Leaders to 
carry on the pioneering 
spirit of our forefathers 
who planted SU 
Movements across  
the world.”

SECURING 
SUSTAINABILITY
Helping national 
Scripture Union 
movements to achieve 
sustainability and 
unlocking resources for 
further development. 

“I am thankful for the 
patience and support 
of our SUI leadership to 
take care of us and help 
us grow.”
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Some 102 participants from 60 different 
countries took part in Scripture Union 
International’s Bible Engagement Consultation 
during March and April 2022.

The three-week online event included some 
2,220 hours on zoom with 11 facilitators, seven 
Bible reflection leaders and a range of presenters 
and speakers. The conference had a low carbon 
footprint as it included no flights and no hotel 
stays and was the culmination of a three year 
project involving exploration, consultation, creation 
and evaluation around Bible Engagement. The 
aim was to make new connections between Bible 
engagement thinkers, practitioners and influencers, 
to help them work together to form new networks 
and discover fresh ways and new resources to 
inspire children, young people and families.

The main streams looked at Bible Engagement in 
various contexts including: the public space, the 
digital arena, in churches, in families and with at risk 
children, which were all discussed with the themes 
focused around generations, transformation and 
innovation for the future.

Keynote speakers from different contexts and 
different parts of the world addressed the stream 
topics, which were followed by group reflections, 
sharing and discussions around each area.

Scripture Union International’s director, Monika 
Kuschmierz, said, “The world is changing rapidly, so 
engaging with the Bible must be reimagined in the 
light of shifting cultures, developing trends and a 
volatile yet highly knowledgeable new generation  
of children and young people.”

TRANSFORMATION AND INNOVATION IN BIBLE ENGAGEMENT

S U P P O R T I N G  M I N I S T R Y

IN A 
CHANGING 
WORLD
Our global team 
actively supported 
Scripture Union 
ministry around the 
world in 2022 through 
a range of activities 
and events...

It was inspiring to see others 
having the same desires, challenges 
and aims – I am not alone! It also 
reminded me of the importance of 
spreading the Gospel and gave new 
insights into the Bible reading. – 
Meeta Morozov, SU Estonia 

Since the Consultation, we 
recently ran our own South 
African Bible Engagement “story-
wall” with a specific focus on how 
to innovate in the teenager sphere 
in the next few months.  
– Alan Pitt, SU South Africa 

Participants in the Bible Engagement Consultation shared some of their personal reflections from the sessions:
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Speakers and presenters talked about some of the critical challenges 
and issues around Bible Engagement in today’s world:

• “Experts are dinosaurs, in this post-colonial, postmodern,  
post-Christian world. Kids know that there’s no one expert in  
this, there’s a range of different perspectives.”

• “When we talk about innovation, we’re not talking about inventing 
something new, we’re talking about mixing together different ideas 
and methods to come up with completely new ways of connecting 
with young people.” 

• “The challenge is for the older generation to walk alongside young 
people rather than in front of them. The challenge for Scripture 
Union is to never lose its focus on the Bible as the primary way of 
encountering God. And the challenge for the church is to define 
itself as a community and not as an event.”

It was helpful to re-affirm with 
our team the priority of Bible 
Engagement in our ministry. 
We have started producing a 
weekly devotion encouraged by 
BEC. – BEC Participant,  
SU Timor-Leste 

STATISTICS FOR  
BIBLE ENGAGEMENT 
CONSULTATION

102  
PEOPLE FROM 

60 COUNTRIES

2200  
HOURS ON ZOOM 

11 FACILITATORS AND 

7 BIBLE REFLECTION LEADERS
Participants in the Bible Engagement Consultation shared some of their personal reflections from the sessions:

ENGAGED LAUNCHED
In September 2022 the Bible 
Engagement Consultation 
action plan called Engage was 
launched. The aim was to bring 
together all the thinking and 
ideas from the consultation 
to enable the development of 
new resources and strategies 
to be shared.

Engage invites every member 
of Scripture Union to take part 
and includes top tips section 
summarising the principles 
of Bible Engagement from 
‘creating safe spaces for 
children’ to ‘bringing the 
unchanging Word to a changing world’.

The document also outlines new ways for Scripture Union teams 
to join together in being creative. A new Bible Engagement Hub 
is planned, along with content creation workshops, online ‘market 
squares’ to share resources and ideas, and resource labs, where new 
resources can be worked on and developed.

Monika said: “The conversations at the virtual Bible Engagement 
Consultation and the work in the streams have only been the starting 
point. Our key calling in Scripture Union is clear, but we have to spell it 
out afresh for every new generation.



6
ANNUAL 

REPORT 

2022

Scripture Union International aims to help movements 
respond and support one another in a crisis, from 
natural disasters to international conflicts. 

The war in Ukraine was an opportunity for SUI and SU 
movements to come together and produce new resources 
to bring hope and share God’s message of love with 
children and families fleeing the war in Ukraine.

The colourful leaflets, designed and produced by a team 
of SUI staff plus volunteers from around the world, offered 
puzzles, stories and activities for children in Ukrainian and 
pointed to further digital resources online, also in their 
own language.

The new resources 
were given to 
children in refugee 
facilities, at the 
borders and also to 
children in Ukraine. 

National Director 
of Scripture Union 
Slovakia, Natalia 
Luptakova, said 
some 4,000 flyers 

were distributed 
by volunteers to many churches and distributing 

centres, which were preparing welcome packages for 
refugees. “We pray that this will be fruitful and people will 
find God in their difficult situation. We have also been able 
to give some sample leaflets to local schools for Ukrainian 
kids and teachers.”

RESPONDING IN A CRISIS

“The government makes regular checks of 
facilities and people, so the team have to be 
really careful about what they do and say, 
and even what colours they choose for the 
design of their territory and buildings.”

S U P P O R T I N G  M I N I S T R Y

The war in Ukraine changed lives and 
ministry not only there but in other 
countries in Scripture Union’s Former 
Soviet Republics (FSR) Community Group. 

Community Group coordinator for FSR, 
Oksana Khimich, said: “In that way they 
are suffering the consequences of Russian 
government actions. In Russia itself it 
became harder to continue ministry as many 
volunteers have left the country. Also due to 
the political situation it is not possible to speak 
about partnership with foreign organisations. 
Because of the sanctions it’s not possible to 
transfer grants and to fundraise. Most of the 
ministry is going on because of the good 
reputation of SU and local partnership.”

“In one of these countries the SU work at 
the campsite continues to provide quality 
services to local churches. But there is a 
shortage of volunteers, as more than half of 
the younger Christians have had to leave the 
country due to the threat of imprisonment 
and falsely accused of extremism or terrorism. 
Transferring funds to the country is not 
possible, partly due to sanctions and the risk of 
the government tracing transactions. Besides 
all of this, the government makes regular 
checks of facilities and people, so the team 
have to be really careful about what they do 
and say, and even what colours they choose 
for the design of their territory and buildings.”

Wisdom and courage is needed for all the 
SU workers and volunteers who continue to 
serve and share the Good News of Jesus in 
difficult circumstances.

MINISTRY IN THE SHADOW 
OF WAR



7
ANNUAL 

REPORT 

2022

Caring for and protecting 
children and young people is at 
the heart of Scripture Union and 
so SUI’s Child Protection and 
Safeguarding program continues 
to be rolled out across all 
Scripture Union movements. 

During 2022 new progress was 
made in helping more movements 
approve and implement the 
SUI Child Protection Policy and 
ongoing training was delivered 
throughout our 
Community Groups.

Training was offered 
to all movements 
in English, French, 
Spanish and Russian. 
SUI Child Protection 
trainers and Field 
Development 
Directors have 
worked with 
Community 
Groups to ensure all SU national 
leaders share best practice and 
discuss cultural issues that need 
to be addressed. Advocates are 
also being trained to keep Child 
Protection on the agenda of each 
Community Group, with follow-up 
meetings arranged to check on 
progress in each movement.

The aim continues to be for each 
national movement to have a 

locally adapted Child Protection 
Policy in place, strategy for 
implementing training, and be 
able to respond responsibly 
and according to the legal 
requirements if a concern is raised.

In the past year out of the 106 
movements needing training –  
84 per cent have participated.

55 of the 106 movements have 
developed a Child Protection 
Policy based on SU International’s 

policy and training and 
29 are in the process of 
contextualising them and 
having them approved by 
their Boards.

New training resources 
for all five levels of Child 
Protection training have 
been developed along 
with new member training 
and briefings for national 
directors. Movements have 

also been taking up the training 
and advice on recruitment 
screening, disclosure procedures, 
safety management systems and 
secure filing systems and training.

The Scripture Union International 
Child Protection team continues 
to lead this work as a high priority, 
working with movements across 
the world.

PUTTING CHILDREN FIRST

STATISTICS FOR  
SAFE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS

OF THE 106  
MOVEMENTS IDENTIFIED  

84%  
HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TRAINING. 
BY THE END OF OCTOBER 2022

50%  
OF THE MOVEMENTS INVOLVED 
HAD ESTABLISHED RECRUITMENT 
SCREENING, DISCLOSURE 
PROCEDURES, SAFETY MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS AND SECURE FILING 
SYSTEMS

AND 75% WERE  
RUNNING TRAINING.
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C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

BEYOND BORDERS – THE NEW SU PIONEERS
The pioneering spirit that 
began Scripture Union is 
being shown by some of our 
Community Groups who are 
reaching out to new areas 
where they hope to see new  
SU movements set up.

Members of the Pacific Islands 
Community Group have been 
inspired by that adventurous 
spirit that saw the SU movement 
spring up around the world.

The vision to expand Scripture 
Union ministry across the Pacific 

was shared with the National 
Director of SU Tonga, Benny 
Tonga, in 2017. The hope was to 
plant new movements beyond the 
existing five in the Pacific Islands.

Benny was inspired by this vision 
and organised a session to 
pray for Samoa, where he knew 
of a Tongan who had married 
a Samoan and settled in the 
country. When they heard of the 
vision to bring Scripture Union 
ministry into Samoa, they were 
excited.

Plans are now underway, 
following the re-opening of the 
borders after the pandemic, for a 
team of national directors to visit 
Samoa and introduce SU ministry 
to the schools and the church 
leaders. 

Benny said: “We are grateful to 
God who put the passion in the 
National Leaders to carry on the 
pioneering spirit of our forefathers 
who planted SU Movements 
across the world.”

The foundation for any 
thriving Scripture Union 
movement is good 
governance. 

Good governance is critical as 
it helps national movements in 
three ways. Firstly, it ensures that 
every national movement does 
not lose the objective of reaching 
children and young people 
with the gospel. Secondly, 

it underpins the essence of 
a movement that is run by 
volunteers and lastly, it keeps 
movements accountable for the 
resources that God provides to 
run the ministry. 

Last year, Field Development 
Director for English speaking 
Africa, Tony Nzanzah, facilitated 
online board or council training 
for national movements in three 

of Africa’s Community Groups, 
when Global Board member, Prof 
Sam Afrane, was able to share his 
wide experience and helped run 
some of the meetings. 

Tony said: “We wrestled with such 
topics as, ‘why governance and 
risk management?’. I thank God 
that good governance releases 
national movements to fulfil God’s 
calling in their countries.”

BUILDING STRONG FOUNDATIONS FOR MOVEMENTS

STANDING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
From Africa to Asia and from the Pacific to America, 
Scripture Union teams are coming together as a global 
network enriching and supporting one another…
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LEAVING A LEGACY OF PRAYER 
More than 350 people gathered from across the Scripture Union 
global community to pray over 24 hours as a culmination to the 
Global Week of Prayer in November 2022. 

The prayers were led by teams from 40 different movements from 
around the world. One of the prayer week coordinators, Becky 
Swamickan, said: “We prayed in multiple languages, from Cantonese 
to Korean, from French to Sinhala, from English to German. It was so 
uplifting, and we were encouraged as we came together to pray. 

“We were privileged to have children and young people who helped 
us unpack the daily themes, with videos they had created,” explained 
Becky. “We focused on the Beatitudes and the famous words of Jesus 
from the Sermon on the Mount. Children and young people from 
Mauritius, Uganda, New Zealand, Myanmar, and Ukraine produced 
videos that helped the SU Global Family reflect each day on the 
themes of justice, righteousness, mercy, peace, and legacy.”

The week started with a broadcast encouraging everyone to join in 
and the daily prayer guide was used throughout the week as a guide 
to prayer.

OPENING DOORS TOGETHER IN CALIFORNIA

STATISTICS FOR  
WEEK OF PRAYER

350  
PARTICIPANTS FROM  

40  
COUNTRIES JOINED IN THE  
24-HOUR PRAYER SESSION.

Director of Leadership Lab 
International (LLI), Steve 
Meeker, has been excited to 
see how connections have 
been made between different 
parts of Scripture Union 
coming together for projects.

LLI, a multicultural training arm 
of Scripture Union International, 
trains young Christian leaders 
from around the world to 
equip them for ministry. The 
latest development joined their 
mentored, experiential program 
for young disciple makers 
called ‘Transform’ with the 
Scripture Union USA-designed 
SuperKids® outreach program 
and linked in a local church, 
which has English and Spanish 
speaking congregations in Santa 
Ana, California.

Steve explained that the 
Transform participants, aged 
between 20-28, will gather 

in Santa Ana, California, to 
receive training in the SuperKids 
outreach program and Scripture 
Union USA’s curriculum Who 
is Jesus? while simultaneously 
being mentored and discipled. 
He said: “They’ll then work 
with Calvary Church – which 
is gathering multigenerational 
support for the outreach, from 
high school student leaders 
to adults providing meals and 
housing for participants – to run 
outreach in the park.”

He said this will be the first 
outreach of this kind by SU on 
the West coast. The team has 
also been encouraged that a 
volunteer will be translating all 
the summer training materials 
and Superkids program into 
Spanish at no cost. After the 
translation is complete, students 
will use the curriculum for an 
outreach in Ensenada, Mexico, 
and Scripture Union Latin 

America will also be able to use 
the materials throughout the 
Spanish speaking world. 

Steve said: “The potential for 
ministry to expand and multiply 
abounds as participants return 
home forming new connections 
and  the Spanish materials open 
up new doors for ministry.”
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S E C U R I N G  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Special training for Eastern 
European Scripture Union 
movements in planning 
projects has helped them 
take practical steps towards 
sustainability.

The training event in Prague 
brought together national 
directors and others involved 
in finance for their movements, 
who heard about new trends 
in fundraising, how to write 
successful applications and how 
project plans should fit into 
annual budgets.

Field Development Director for 
Europe, Erzsébet Komlósi, said: 
“This is not an easy topic for 

movements that serve in countries 
where the evangelical population 
is tiny, yet it is a must for all 
movements to take responsibility 
for raising at least some part of 
their needed funds – inside or 
outside their countries. But to 
do that, they must have a good 
working knowledge of writing 
grant applications to potential 
funders.”

Finance and Grant Manager for 
SUI, Scott Douglas, facilitated the 
training event.

Erzsébet said, “Nothing says more 
about the success of the training 
than the fact that by the end of 
the training some participants 

were even able to come up with 
a viable project plan, which with 
some additional tweaking was 
ready to be submitted to donors!”

National Director of SU Slovakia, 
Natalia Luptakova said: “Dealing 
with finances and financial 
reports is my least favourite part 
of my work, however it is a very 
important part of it! With the new 
system of financial support we 
spent three days in Prague for a 
special training to understand it 
and learn to write projects about 
specific parts of our ministry. On 
one hand it was a real pain and 
struggle. But with practice and 
great support from Scott I started 
to understand the process. It will 
never be my strong side, but I 
am thankful for the patience and 
support of our SUI leadership to 
take care of us and help us grow.”

LEARNING AND 
WORKING TOGETHER
In 2022 a combination of training 
and mentoring from SUI staff 
has helped Scripture Union 
movements take big steps towards 
becoming more sustainable…

TRAINING TOGETHER BOOSTS SUSTAINABILITY

“It is a must for all 
movements to take 
responsibility for raising 
at least some part of their 
needed funds – inside or 
outside their countries.”
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PROJECT FUNDING HELPS GROW ECUADOR’S FLOORBALL MINISTRY
One of the projects that has 
been supported through SUI 
Sustain program is a floorball 
group in South America. 
Leaders of Scripture Union 
Ecuador, who have been 
working with a group of young 
people in schools, formed 
a floorball team as a way of 
reaching the young people 
through sport. 

Floorball is a very popular event 
throughout Latin America and 
enjoys wide support among 
young people – these events 
bring together both churched 
and unchurched, and so provide 
shared opportunities for 
young people to learn about 

God’s word, and to learn with 
peer support. Each part of the 
program has allocated time 
for introductory Bible Studies, 
testimonies, and prayer time built 
into it. 

Scripture Union Ecuador leader, 
Amy Carlson, said: “We’re grateful 
for the funding we received to 
help the Floorball Project – it has 
gone to good use. We have a lot 
of new kids that are wanting to 
join. And so, we were able to go 
buy uniforms which really helped.”

She said local fundraising had 
become very challenging. “We 
told the young players that we 
would match dollar for dollar 
what they were able to raise 

locally, and it worked,” she said. 
“They raised over $300 more than 
the last two fundraising events.”

The funding has helped with 
transport for moving the team 
around to matches, which 
allowed several of the children to 
be able to continue taking part. 
They are using the project funds 
to replace floorball equipment to 
enable them join, and help host 
the South American Tournament 
for the Christian Floorball League 
to be held in Ecuador in August 
2023. The funds will also help 
support team members’ families 
who have offered to host teams 
from other countries for this 
special event.
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N U R T U R I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P S

COMING  
TOGETHER FOR GOOD
joining with others in the huge 
task of sharing God’s Big story 
with children, young people and 
families helps us do more…

A HELPING HAND FOR SRI LANKA
In times of hardship the 
collaboration between 
Scripture Union movements 
can be a light in the darkness 
for those without hope. 

Last year as Sri Lanka began 
to face huge challenges to its 
economy, ordinary people were 
suffering with power cuts and 
shortages of basics such as fuel 
and gas. The rate of inflation rose 
to 50 per cent a year. Protests 
broke out in the capital city, 

Colombo, in April and spread 
across the country. The country 
ran short of fuel for essential 
services such as buses, trains 
and medical vehicles because it 
did not have enough reserves 
of foreign currency to import 
any more. In June 2022, the 
government banned the sale 
of petrol and diesel for non-
essential vehicles for two weeks. 
Sales of fuel remained severely 
restricted. Schools had to close, 
and people were asked to work 

from home due to the shortage 
of basic needs.

Responding to this particular 
crisis, Scripture Union 
International helped with a 
humanitarian grant which 
enabled SU Sri Lanka to directly 
support 66 poverty-stricken 
families with essentials. Other 
SU movements and individuals 
also stepped in to support the 
movement in their efforts to help 
the poorest. 

A FRESH APPROACH TO SUPPORTING FAMILIES
Supporting family projects and developing 
new ways to reach and support families has 
been a key area for Scripture Union for many 
years. 

SUI’s Family and Children’s Ministry Specialist, 
Terry Williams, has headed up this work in 
partnership with many other organisations 
around the world. In 2022 his collaboration 
with the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) took 
him to Finland to present at a family ministry 
conference on a new framework for family 
ministry.

Representing Scripture Union, Terry continues to 
work in partnership with the Global Children’s 
Forum, the Christian Sports Movement and 
Family.fit, all working to develop plans and 
projects to serve families. Staff and volunteers 
from SU continue to produce the majority of the 

biblical content for the family.fit resource.

Terry’s work in exploring new frameworks for 
family ministry has been shared with the Global 
Family Alliance and was the major focus at a 
European Community Group meeting during 
2022. Terry facilitated the three-day process 
which explored the steps for implementing 
this framework and engaged the team in 
workshopping ideas. 

SU European Field Development Director, 
Erześbet Komlósi, who coordinated the meeting 
said: “The three days were filled with interactive 
activities, thought-provoking explorations and 
many challenges as we were pushed to think 
about family ministry in a different way. The 
need is urgent as we see families today, the 
foundational building block of our society, 
crumbling.” 

“…we were 
pushed to 
think about 
family 
ministry in 
a different 
way. The 
need is 
urgent as we 
see families 
today, the 
foundational 
building 
block of 
our society, 
crumbling.”
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SCRIPTURE UNION INTERNATIONAL’S OUTLOOK FOR 2023
The Global Team and Board 
have identified a couple of key 
areas that we want to focus on.

The Global Team will provide 
further training on Child Safety 
and Wellbeing for National 
Movements and work with 
volunteer advocates to ensure 
that child protection training for 
local staff and volunteers will be 
implemented and the necessary 
measures put into place.

The next phase of the Bible 
Engagement Initiative will be a 
curated hub for sharing relevant 
Bible Engagement resources 
among National Movements.  
A highlight for many movements 
will be our resource writers 

workshops to create new 
and culturally relevant Bible 
engagement materials including 
digital ones. 

We are also planning to work 
with vulnerable movements on 
developing strategies for local 
fundraising. A key focus will be 
the project methodology training 
in order to enable National 
Movements to find suitable 
external support. We will also 
focus more on how to include 
Creation Care at all levels of  
our work.

Bringing together 50 young 
leaders from around the 
world is part of our strategy of 
training and equipping the next 

generation, but we also want to 
listen to them and learn from 
them. As a global community 
we will hear their voices at the 
Global Gathering in March 2024. 

We are trusting God to provide 
the necessary resources as we 
work towards strengthening 
the local ministries of Scripture 
Union globally.  

Monika 
Kuschmierz 
International 
Director
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FINANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2022  

Greetings in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We once again 
report on the financial activities 
of Scripture Union International.

We give honour and glory to  
the Lord for His faithfulness.  
We are grateful to each National 
Movement, every partner 
organization, and every individual 
– may I simply say the ‘Friends 
of Scripture Union’ – who gave 
generously in different ways 
towards the work of Scripture 
Union. Your generosity enabled 
us to undertake various activities 
in line with our key strategic 
intentions. You will note that 
during the year under review, our 
income recorded a slight increase 
from GBP 927,341 to GBP 969,192, 
and we were able to increase our 
activities as evidenced by our 
expenditure which grew from GBP 
799,179 (2021) to GBP 1,072,951 
– all because you came forth and 
gave generously. May I on behalf 
of the Board say thank you – surely 
the LORD is aware of your labour 
of love. Hebrews 6:10.

We encourage you to continue 
supporting our ministry efforts 
as we work in partnership in the 
Lord’s vineyard.

Many blessings to you all.

In faithful service,

Dr Margaret Siwale 
Scripture Union International 
Honorary Treasurer

FINANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

 2022 % 2021 %
Income    
Restricted income for movements  275,347  28.4% 339,065 37%
Donations and legacies  690,694  71.2% 588,207 63%
Investments and other income 3,151 0.3%  69  0%
  969,192  100% 927,341 100%
    
Expenditure    
Ministry  264,712  24.7% 195,579 24%
Community  208,515  19.4% 149,156 19%
Sustainability  325,456  30.3% 261,831 33%
Partnership  113,809  10.6% 55,917 7%
Governance  160,459  15.0% 136,696 17%
  1,072,951  100% 799,179 100%

BALANCE SHEET 2022 2021 

Current Assets   
Debtors 159,507 131,681  
Cash at bank and in hand  1,548,328 1,675,074  
 1,707,835 1,806,755  
Current liabilities  (76,860) (79,961) 
Net Assets 1,630,975 1,726,794
    
Income Funds    
Restricted Funds 899,996 998,462  
Designated Funds 248,783 244,608  
Unrestricted Funds 482,196 483,724  
 1,630,975 1,726,794
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2022 EXPENDITURE
l Ministry (264,712)
l Community (208,515)
l Sustainability (325,456)
l Partnership (113,809)
l Governance (160,459)

TOTAL 1,072,951

Governance
15.0% Ministry

24.7%
Partnership

10.6%

Sustainability
30.3%

Community
19.4%

WHERE OUR INCOME COMES FROM
Our overall income in 2022 was £969,192, a modest 
increase over 2021 with a shift in the distribution of 
receipts away from income restricted for National 
Movements towards unrestricted donations and legacies. 
The increase in unrestricted income from donations 
and legacies in 2022 reflects primarily the utilisation of 
project funding received the previous year in support 
of the Strategic Needs Initiative, a project designed to 
facilitate and support ministry activities and sustainable 
income generation across the SU movement worldwide. 
SUI field and support staff have been heavily engaged in 
supporting this programme throughout this period and 
will remain so in 2023.

Of the income received that was restricted to clearly 
specified ministry purposes across the National 
Movements, the dominant themes in 2022 were the 
continued support from trusts and foundations for several 
long-established programmes addressing a variety of 
needs - including educational and community outreach – 
and donations intended to support regions in crisis, most 
significantly, Ukraine. In addition, funding was secured 
from various sources in support of multiple projects 
submitted to SUI by National Movements worldwide in 
response to the Strategic Needs initiative.

WHERE YOUR MONEY WAS SPENT
Our total charitable expenditure in 2022 was £1,072,951, 
a significant increase over 2021. This primarily reflects 
the gradual return towards pre-pandemic levels of 
operational activity. The allocation of total expenditure to 
SUI’s four strategic objectives remained broadly similar 
to 2021, with a slight increase in spending related to 
partnership activities reflecting the return to normal levels 
of activity and the associated increase in connection with 
National Movements.

We closed the year with a modest surplus. As was the 
case in 2021, 70% of the cash and reserves maintained 
at year-end were for nominated purposes and therefore 
not available to fund SUI’s own direct operational costs. 
Following the pattern established over recent years, SUI 
continues to prioritise efficiency and effectiveness across 
the services it provides to National Movements, with tight 
management and budgetary control across all financial 
and administrative costs as an ongoing priority.

2022 INCOME
l Restricted Income for Movements (275,347)
l Unrestricted income (690,694)
l Investments and Other Income (3,151)

TOTAL 969,192

Investments 
and other income

0.3%

Unrestricted
income
71.3%

Restricted
income
28.4%
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Scripture Union International 
Lytchett House, 13 Freeland Park  
Wareham Road, Poole 
Dorset, BH16 6FA 
United Kingdom 
info@scriptureunion.global

www.scriptureunion.global

Scripture Union seeks to 
make God’s Good News 
known through a variety of 
ministries around the world 
relying on the Holy Spirit 
and following the call of 
Jesus to make disciples.
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